NAME ____________________________ DATE ___________ PERIOD ____________

Mealworm Behavior Lab

OBJECTIVES:

Students will:
1. Understand the difference between instinct and reflex behavior

2. Understand how an animal's instincts and reflexes help it to survive

3. Understand the connection between environment and behavior

1. What are the two types of innate behaviors?

2. What is the simplest type of innate behavior?

a. Learned behaviors

b. Automatic responses to stimuli

c. Responses to stimuli that bypass the brain

d. Automatic responses that do not bypass the brain

e. b and c

f. b and d

3. List one instinctive human behavior and one reflexive human behavior.

MATERIALS:
· MEALWORM

· PETRI DISHES

· STIMULI

Procedure:  

1. Complete the column on your data table labeled “Predicted Behavior”.

2. Get your mealworm and testing materials.

3. Apply each of the stimuli to your mealworm and record its actual behavior.

4. Clean up your materials and put your mealworm back with its “friends”.

5. Complete the last column in your data table by writing either reflex or instinct.

6. Answer the questions at the end of this lab.

Table 1

	Stimulus
	Predicted Behavior
	Actual Behavior
	Type of Behavior

	Petri dish with light and dark colored sides
	
	
	

	Piece of cooked macaroni
	
	
	

	Touched by a

Feather
	
	
	

	Beam of light shines on mealworm’s head
	
	
	

	Drops of ammonia placed near mealworm
	
	
	

	A piece of uncooked macaroni
	
	
	

	Touched by a metal paper clip
	
	
	

	Drops of apple juice placed near mealworm
	
	
	

	Air blown on mealworm’s head
	
	
	

	Slice of apple introduced
	
	
	

	Alarm beeps near the mealworm
	
	
	

	Cool water dropped on the mealworm
	
	
	

	Bran flakes are introduced
	
	
	

	A piece of banana is introduced
	
	
	


QUESTIONS:

1. Review your recorded stimuli responses.  What do you notice the instinctive behaviors have in common?  What do you notice the reflexive behaviors have in common?
2. Read the following hypothesis, and then answer the questions:

After observing that mealworms move toward cooked macaroni, but away from uncooked macaroni, you form the following hypothesis:

“Mealworms only move toward food that is moist”

You decide to test your hypothesis with dry bran flakes.  You use a mealworm exposed to cooked macaroni as your control group, and a mealworm exposed to bran flakes as your experimental group.

a. What is your independent variable?
b. What is your dependent variable?
c. Write out your prediction (a prediction is an “if…..then….” statement based on your hypothesis)
d. Return to the lab simulation, and reset the stimuli until “Bran Flakes are introduced” comes up as a stimulus.  Make your prediction and watch the video associated with the bran flakes stimulus.
e. Was your hypothesis supported?
f. Write one question that this raises in your mind.  Write a new hypothesis based on this question and describe a new independent variable you could test to answer this question. 
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