
Sample Concentration Ideas 
2D 

 Letters are an art form in themselves. My concentration uses the shapes of letters and 
calligraphic line to form a new piece of artwork. Each one focuses on a specific letter in 
different forms to create the final result. 

 My initial idea was to draw the piece that gives the Japanese print look. I was fascinated by 
Japanese prints, and loved their designs, colors, and the unique approach to and use of 
shapes (the way that even the shadow was defined as a shape). Therefore, I intended to 
draw the Neo-Japanese-style print that would give the simple and unique look. 

 The artist's use of urban settings as a concentration is achieved through a series of original and 
technically excellent images. The work goes beyond technical considerations to engage the 
viewer with the theme. The purposeful integration of typography and color provides a 
sophisticated approach to the subject. 

 My concentration delves deep into the culture and underlying attributes of the music industry. I 
am very passionate about music and think of it as audible pieces of art, but sometimes I 
find myself frustrated by the politics and lack of creativity that the music industry and pop 
culture often add. This frustration and confusion in wondering where the industry will go 
next lent to the emphasis on rhythm and movement in my pieces. I wanted to make the 
pieces mimic the idea of music while also displaying chaos and surprise. As my 
concentration developed, the juxtaposition of the shapes, patterns, and colors became 
more important in producing contrast. The contrast was helpful in portraying both the 
organic versus the industrial sides of music and the mainstream versus the artistic and 
innovative attributes of the industry. 

 For my 2-D Design portfolio, I concentrated on abstracting objects in my everyday environment 
by looking at them from a different perspective. 

 was stuck on ideas when my teacher suggested [to] me the theme, "holes." A lot of times 
people walk into holes within their lives and do not know how to get out or where these 
holes lead to. The goal of my concentration was to explore these ideas -- where the hole 
leads, what are in the holes, and how people fall into them -- through collaging. I was used 
to drawing from life using pencils, and I thought it would be quite a chance for me to 
practice craft-work and to develop my imaginative skills as an artist. 

 My concentration is based on the essential behavior of the bee and the atmosphere, which it 
creates. 

 The series focuses on contrasting shapes, colors, and textures, and the way they can be 
selectively framed to create a photograph. I was first drawn to each scene because of the 
vibrant contrasting colors and I then tried to find the point or portion where all of the 
aesthetic elements completed each other as they came together. 

 In my concentration, I compress as much three-dimensional space as possible into the two- 
dimensional picture plane working from photographs, taken by me, of scenes that I view 
daily. I capture specific moments in my pieces that could be arranged to form an overlook 
of my everyday life, as they depict the people with whom I interact daily in the environments 
where I usually see them, engaged in their usual activities, such as my classmates in our 
permanent seating arrangement in French class, my friend in the driver's seat of her car, or 
myself fixing my hair in the mirror each morning. This compilation of moments from my 
daily routine focuses on the compression of space, using shape rather than value to 
illustrate form. 

 design and execution of a children's book 

 develop a series of identity products for imaginary business (logo, letterhead, signs, boxes) 

 political cartoons using current events and images 

 series of works starting with representational interpretations and evolving into abstraction 

 exploration of pattern and designs found in nature and/or culture 



 abstractions developed from cells and other microscopic images 

 a personal or family history communicated through symbols or imagery 

 a series of fabric designs, apparel designs, or weavings on a theme 

 use of multiple modules to create compositions that reflect narrative or psychological events 

 series of landscapes that use color and composition to intensify artistic expression 

 A mother's illness investigated in a variety of graphic forms including the use of actual x-rays 
combined into other imagery as well as prints and pages of a visual journal. 

 A series of interiors simplified to contour lines that served as the basis for a process of 
investigation of other elements, most predominately color and space (the assertion and 
negation of space). 

 A series of works done with encaustic, printmaking, and a variety of other media, concerned 
with different approaches to the picture plane as discussed in the text Drawing: A 
Contemporary Approach (Claudia Betti and Teel Sale). 

  A series of works done in graphite, colored pencil, and Adobe PhotoShop illustrating aspects of 
the subject "Roller Coaster." The investigation increasingly moved away from illustrative 
renderings to bold, graphic symbols. 

 A series of works done in 2D and low relief as a response to slide discussion on the work of Jim 
Dine. The student investigated a tool (hammer) in a body of work done in a variety of 
media, with a variety of techniques as well as processes. Investigation combined interest in 
imagery developed from direct observation as well as engaged in issues of formal design. 

  An illustrated story, "A Boy and A Frog." 

 A photographic and illustrative investigation into the subject "My Little Brother." The student 
produced a number of photographs that were strong in composition as well as technical 
(processing) ability. He furthered his investigation into the specific subject by producing a 
series of illustrations showing his brother engaged in various pursuits. 

 A series of works from a student's visual journal. Sophisticated in terms of development, the 
book included text, personal photographs, collage items -- ticket stubs, product labels, 
fortunes (fortune cookies), netting, bubble wrap. Student enhanced the compositions with 
intimate illustrations, many figurative and/or based on human anatomy. 

3D 

 For me art has become a fascinating way to discover a profound cultural history within metals. 
The use of natural resources led me to experiment with three-dimensional work in 
miniature. I found architecture an attractive theme that goes beyond the jewelry design. 
Architectural work in metals brought a sophisticated way of self-expression and cultural 
history. 

 My initial idea was "Tension," inspired by number 2. I wanted to use string and clay together as 
contrasting elements; string is organic and flexible, and though clay is at first very malleable 
and vulnerable to any sort of stress, after its firing processes it is as hard as rock. I wanted 
to make it appear as though the string could be tied so tightly that it could malform the fired 
clay. 

 My initial idea was to use broken violins and stringed instrument pieces to create abstract 
sculptures. 

 The nature of my concentration is the development and transformation of a shoe to convey the 
human spirit and emotions including but not limited to the seven deadly sins. 

 My concentration shows a progression and exploration in free form, slab ceramic works. The 
concentration starts off fairly simple, with few folds, less wire, and on a smaller scale. As 
the series progresses, the pieces become more complex and more abstract. 

 The topics/issues I deal with all relate to Christianity. I explore the idea of heaven/hell with 
respects to holy water and the Catholic mass in the series entitled "Take a Sip." 



 focused on the form of teapots and the unconventional ways in which we can view them. I tried 
to create a varied sense of the traditional teapot. Through a multitude of techniques, I 
created unity by combining independent structural components into harmonious forms. 

 The main focus of my concentration is coil-built forms with spiky, abstract textures applied to 
the surface. I have also incorporated words that meant something to me -- and, I felt, 
connected with the pieces -- onto the surface. I have leaned more toward cool colors 
because they fit more with my personality. 

 For my concentration I investigated both the design and sculptural qualities of the chair. I 
challenged myself to construct chairs that were functional as well as chairs that displayed 
negative space, color, texture, scale, form, and shape. 

 The theme of my concentration is rituals of the morning. To depict this theme, I used simple 
everyday objects and combined them to form complex assemblages, each depicting a 
different aspect in the morning. When searching for a theme I found interest in the 
complicated but routine process of getting ready for a new day. 

  interpretive portraiture or figure studies that emphasize expression and/or abstraction 

 series of architectural models for homes, public buildings, or monuments 

 assemblages that juxtapose the coarse and refined qualities of a material 

 use of multiples/modules to create compositions that reflect psychological or narrative events 

 series of sculptures that explore the relationship between interior and exterior space 

 personal or family history communicated through the content and style of narrative or poetic 
assemblage 

  A series of welded metal sculptures that investigated formal design elements and principles 
including line, shape, texture, balance, repetition, harmony, variety, etc. 

  A series of cast silver rings with stone settings. 

 A series of thrown and hand-built ceramics that were enhanced by the attachment of 
appendages -- reminiscent of sea anemones - theme: "Horned Pots." 

 A series of animal sculptures constructed from welded metal. 

  A series of portrait heads sculpted from clay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name: _________________________     AP Studio in Art; Ms. Cornell-
Slater 

Concentration Worksheet 
 

An AP Concentration is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An AP Concentration is not: 
 
 
 
 
 
View several concentrations on http://apcentral.collegeboard.com .  In your opinion, which student’s 
work seems the most successful/cohesive in the area you are completing (2D, 3D, Drawing)? 
 
 
Why does the work of that student seem to work as a Concentration? 
 
 
 
What subject/ concept do you have for your concentration? 
 
 
 
What style do you plan to use? 
 
 
What medium/media do you plan to use? 
 
 
 
What elements and principles of art will you use the most? 
 
 
 
 
Complete the following table with other professional artists that have used your theme, medium, style, 
and similar art elements/principles.  Find pictures to show as well.  Save these to the student share in 
your folder to share w/AP class. 

Artist Title Medium Source 
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