Course: Forensic Science

Course Description:  This course will be a lab-based course and involve the application of scientific methods to solve legal problems. This course will focus on crime scene evidence, lab analysis techniques, (such as chromatography, DNA analysis, fingerprinting, and fiber analysis), and recording and presenting data. Mock crime scenes will be investigated and real case studies analyzed. Guest speakers in the field will also be utilized to supplement the classroom activities.
Forensic Science is the application of science to the legal system. Forensic science

utilizes principles, facts, and lab techniques from the fields of chemistry, biology, physics

and earth science to process crime scene evidence. Students must be able to discuss

clearly the results of laboratory analysis, both written and orally, using correct English.

Student must understand the role of forensic science within the political and the legal

systems and be familiar with historical case studies.
Text: 
Criminalistics 8/e, Richard Saferstein 


Forensic Detection, Colin Evans

Grade Formula:


20% Test (mid term & Final)


20% Quiz 


20% Homework


20% Lab work


20% Class Participation

	Topic/Chapter
	HW  
	Evans
	 Videos
	Activity

	Introduction, History (1)
	p. 23 
	15
	FF- Sign of Zodiac
	

	The Crime Scene (2)
	p. 52 
	10
	FF- Paint Ball
	Scene Sketch

	Physical Evidence (3)
	p. 74 
	1
	JFK video
	Purity Knight

	Fingerprints (14)
	p. 430 
	7
	
	

	Physical Properties, Glass, soil (4)
	p. 116 
	
	
	

	Microscope (7)
	p. 184 
	
	
	

	Hair, Fiber, Paint (8)
	p. 230 
	
	
	

	Organic Analysis (5)
	p. 147 
	
	
	

	Inorganic Analysis (6)
	p. 167 
	
	
	

	Mid term
	
	
	
	

	Serology (12)
	p. 358 
	
	
	

	DNA (13)
	p. 397 
	
	
	

	Drugs (9)
	p. 233 
	
	Bitter Pill
	

	Toxicology (10)
	p. 294 
	2
	Breaking the Mold
	

	Arson & Explosives (11)
	p. 324
	
	
	

	Firearms & tool marks (15)
	p. 464 
	5
	Marquis Bombing
	

	Document & voice analysis (16)
	p. 487 
	
	
	

	Crime scene 1
	
	
	
	

	Crime scene 2
	
	
	
	

	Final Exam
	
	
	
	

	
	Final Exam
	
	
	


