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        English Language Arts/Reading and Writing

    The 6th grade English and Reading curriculum teaches basic skills and competencies in an integrated program that connects all of the language arts.  Basic grammar lessons will be interwoven with vocabulary development, literature selections, and composition skills. Listening, speaking, and thinking skills will be taught, and the five-step writing process will be incorporated across the curriculum with a primary focus on essay writing and creativity.  Computer literacy and usage will be reinforced through word processing programs and Web 2.0 technology.  Study skills and spelling lessons will be an integral part of the overall program.
English Language Arts Textbooks
Houghton Mifflin Grammar

Glencoe Writer’s Choice

Reading and Writing Textbooks and Class Novels
The Language of Literature Anthology by McDougal /Littel        
 Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor             
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls

Newbery Award Winning Books read daily with your book club/literature circle

Critical Thinking and Project Based Learning
Research reports using Windows Publisher
           Podcasting, Blogging 
Distance Learning Lab and Zoo Enrichment Project       Windows Movie Making
Video Taping using Flash cameras                                               Moodle, Clickers, Elmo, Smart Board
                 www.teenbiz3000.com                                                                www.castlelearning.com
Supplies Required for Course
1. 2 yellow plastic pocket folders with tabs                3.   Composition notebook – 200 pages               
2. 2 blue plastic pocket folders with tabs                    4.    Pencils, erasers, red pens
Homework

HOMEWORK is essential for success.  The average assignment will be twenty minutes everyday
in the form of reading, writing, and/or studying.

English Language Arts homework will be assigned on Tuesday and Thursday every week.

Reading and Writing homework will be assigned on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday every week.
Students must take pride in the way their assignments are presented.  Refusal to accept work that is
 sloppy or lacking correct format is at the discretion of the teacher. Late homework assignments receive
 a twenty-point penalty if not corrected that day in class.  Corrected assignments will receive a zero.
 However, students must still complete the assignment.  It is expected that ALL homework will be 

submitted on time.
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Grading

 Students’ effort, knowledge, and skills will be assessed through a variety of academic benchmarks:

·  English Language Arts/Reading and Writing class assignments, tests, and quizzes

· Individual Projects and Web 2.0 Technology Tools
· Class Participation

· Homework and Journal Responses
Grading is based on 100 points.  Grades are weighted so that tests count three times, quizzes twice, and homework and class participation once. Many times, writing pieces that are completed at home are assignments that will be considered a test grade.  Draft work must accompany writing pieces and is worth one quarter of the grade for that piece.

Homework, class work, quizzes, tests, and writing assignments are expected to be corrected and resubmitted immediately upon return.  Spelling errors should be corrected in drafts before the final writing piece is submitted for grading.

Absences

If you are absent, you must see the teacher or learning partner immediately upon your return to get the work that was missed or you may wish to view the teacher website.  
           www.akronschools.org/keppel           or           www.akronschools.org/lawniczak
Ninth period is provided so that students who have missed work have an opportunity to make it up under the supervision of the teacher.  Students may stay after school for ninth period any day of the week.  The Priority Ninth period night for English and Reading is Thursday.
Music Lessons

If your music lesson is scheduled during English or Reading class or if you sign out, you are responsible for turning in your homework on time before going to your lesson or signing out.  You will also need to find out what you missed and make up the class ninth period or add the missed work to your homework assignment for that day.

Materials for Class
Students are required to bring the following to class daily: assignment agenda, grammar and reading textbook, book club or literature circle novel, , pencils and pens, vocabulary cards, writing and reading folder, homework folder, and paper.  Students must be on time!
Please come to class everyday to learn, and do not disrupt others from learning or the teacher from teaching.

